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rey Park—The Kidnapping of
almerson Wadleigh.
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dispsnse with the wings

clothed all in white.
#be knew that It was
to apeak to her mo
several sugestions, bo
and appearance of the annual baby
and nothing had ever been done
about it. It was borns In upon her
childish mind that If she wanted any- |
e Illko her lr!l'.;.m ‘zhmﬂ ‘cf“l'
t was up to her g0 An
garbago th| it herself. This was a startling idea,
ination, Maggle had 1o s ~
that Loulsa Ann
men even for

Lanahan factory
earss cherub was what Mag,
raaliszed & baby should be. y
was it that she couldn't have a baby
Tony, the shiner, had
at were pretty; all the neigh.
bors exclaimed over tham. But they
wers dark, with black eyes and curls,
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more melancholy, her big eyes seemed
and bher epindle
tenuated. Now, after
of idlenoss, ahe sat on

arms unten- | thing
familiar bundile,
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t would give
o | her & really pretiy one. They'd prob-
oft or:. her nnn;
y offspring, an
not care for that
t was plain, »
have to go far afield for
baby. Muggle remembered that dur-
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S S dowa' Has sowst o
and big houses. In a place like tHa

rose suddenly and started off, intent
and purposeful. She would give ber
mother the pleasant surprise of ber
life. Father wouldn't be muoch In-
except that it would give

bhim an oxcuse for a night at the
corner saloon, and would be copse-
quently acoceptable. Maggle ‘war
elated. Already she had recognissd
ssveral landmarks, and knew that
she was on the right track. On and
on she walked, still with the deter-
minsd stride that marked her “upon
businesas bent” Bk carriage-tray-
elied distances are deceptive, and her
i.m.nll. lll-nourished legs had coversd
| many blocks, and her courags had
begun to ocose away, before she came
lonco more to that westering glimpes
of green trees and blg houses, But
glad sight did dawn u her
rllon, 34 AL, 184 wiik'a “Guel" of
oy e turn toward the
beckoning garden.

Bome people are born with a sil-
ver spoon In the mouth, others with
& park key in the pocket—and of
=1 |such wis Palmerson Wadleigh. His

| parents dwelt in & mansion on Gram-
eroy Park and poaseased the right to
ln;:.‘t:laru:m;go l:’elmlon in the

ron fen garden where groat
trees defled the axe of the architect
and fountains plashed in fresdom
from tubs and faucets. The fortu-
nate young gentleman’s last name was
distinctly descriptive, for he 'was
chubby and round, and his fat Iittle
legn o his will only moderately
well. puree, a very effets young
person in A long blue cape and bon-
net, after the fashion of the nurses
of England, wag busily engaged with
all the other axclusive nurses of the
square in ataring at the exact spot
in front of a club whare a well known
suthor had been shot to death the
day bofore. All the exclusive chil-

eyes, red cheoks, gor

m. Palmerson W,
the propitious moment to allp out
the “4

dren, therefore, anjo Be
° yeod ‘l‘.l'l. lnn-unhtl

nt park. Her eyes opened In won-
r. There before her. holding to the
iron ralling, was the Exact Child,
made to order—golden curls, blue
us white ral-
B & e g e, e

gTas [ ® e
ronnmd’ upon this wonderful super-
nfant and, clutching his chubby
md’. she bade him "Come =long,
nowl”™

Wadlelgh obeyed. He llked this
small nurss better than the big one,
she was more his sl and had
an understanding way with her. He
gurgied and started oft unconcern-
edly, Maggle belng a wise, gutter-
bred young person, was quite aware
of the necessity of kesping out of
the range of the copa. But the cops,
like the nurses, and everybody in the
SBquare, wis too Intent on the exact
location of the tragedy to ses much
slse that transpired. Consequently
M and her prise, dodging all in-
t rence, made a clean and &cﬂut
get-away. But In so doing, Maggle
lost her way. To that, however, she
gave little heed, so great was her joy,
and the pleasure seemed mutual.
Whadleigh Jr, was supremely happy.
DId he cry for a demised cat In an
ash heap, his new purse stralghtway
procurad It. Did he wish to forage
for himaelf in delectable dirt, the new
nures alded and abetted him. A beau-
titul, fresh minted dime that Wad-
leigh sr. had pressnted to his son
that morning was gloriously d-
od |8 lce cream cones, and for hours
they danced to the tunes of a
hurdy-gurdy. At first the impeccable
ralment of the new Lenahan child
had attracted attention, but In next
to no time the streets had done thelr
levelling work. and Palmerston Wad-
lelgh, except for his beauty, was re-
du to the ranks,

“What's your name?' Maggle aak-
eod at length, debating in her own
mind whether she would christen him
“Edwin,” after the cornsr store but-
cher's boy, or "Angelo,” like ons of
the Shiner's twins.

“Parmerson,” lls her child, with
well taught enunciation. “Parmerson
Wadleigh”

"Gee!” sjaculated Maggle, “dat's a
cheese, dat Is! the kind wot the
Shiner puts in his spaghettl—npow, ain't
dat de cheesey name! &r. win,"
she sald, suddenly deciding in favor of
the butcher's boy, “we'll just forget
shout dat. Youse s Edwin—-Edwin—

ey
days must have a

%
But all
twilight, and even a night, and o
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ment and all,

lulled him to slesp on a conventent

P, and boldly went to the nearest
policeman for directions. Having ob-
talned them, she hastened back, her
heart in her mouth, for some one might
have astolen the treasure la her ab-
sence. He was safe, however, but so
sound asleep ﬂn: expert though she
was, she had work to rouse him
and harder work to keep him golng.
She began to regret that she had se-
lected such & big one—almont thres, he
must be; but one glance at'‘the golden
glory of his hair and her pride and
thanksgiving were renewed.

It was a nr{“ﬂmmro and weary
little mother that at last dragged
herseif and her charge up the dreary
flights of the tenement and opened
the door of the Lenahan flat—opened
it, too, to be met by a torrent of
abuse from Lenahan pers, that
stopped short with surprise as Ma-
flo pushed forward a small, wall fell
o attired in the remains of
r and fine linen, and whimper-
ng with hunger.

“l brought you & new baby” sald
Maggle, her volce quaking a little,
“It's a mMcer one than Loulas Ann,
and he's got & name llke a cheepe—
honest, It's a shame” She turned
appealingly to her mother, who atood
open-mouthed with amazement,

"Whure did ye get HT" demanded
Mike, when he had sufficiently re-
covered.

Maggle told
was & momsnt's sllenocs,

“Yer found the kid wanderin' all
alone In the strate, ye say? God save
us The same do be sent to take
the place of our little Loulsa Ann—
God reat her soull Be after feadin’
the two of thim.,” he added, looking
with munln’ at his astounded wife.

“Glory be!" sald Mrs. Lenahan,
“phwat do ye think of that now?"

Warmed and eomforted within and
without, the two children wers tucked
into & corner of the communal erid,
where Ma~cis smiled harsalf to sleep,
Exact Child wi

hugging the th ec-
stasy to her bony little bodr
It was then Mike looked Into Brid-

get's syes and winked,

“Phwat'll be the reward, do yer
moind 1™

Bridget made round ayes and pre-
tended not to understand,

“\ebbs a thousan'.” he nodded,
rolling the words under his tongue,

wre'll walt till we ses, did anyone
folly the child,” sald Bridget. “Well,
and no blama ta us'* har hushand
retorted. "Didn't J. hear that Mag-

ons on the atrate?
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We'll walt a bit for a while and e
what the good Lord has sint ua"
Bridget orossed to the crib, *“The
Baints save us,” sahe murmured tear-
fully, “but he do be the -?Itth’ image
of me poor Loulsa Ann."

“Well" Mike growled, "he's worth
a damned sight more.”

L ] L ] L] . L] L] . L ]

Maggie was mystified. Neither she
nor her new baby was allowed outside
the fiat. Bhe was informed that she
had & faver, though she could not feel
that she was the worse for her outing,
and she was deeply disap, ted that
she could not ahow her to the
[ and all the little Lenahans were
forbldden to mention the new arrival
Neverthaless she realised that her
efforts had won most unusual ap-
proval, for both her father and
mother sapared no pains to amuse the
baby.

Days went by, days of happiness
for Moggie in spite of the fever she
was supposed to have, for she had
her Edwin to play with, and he was
the wonder of the world. Undressed
he was even more beautiful than the
hearse cherudb, and she loved him,
for was he not all her own?

Mewunwhile the frantio parents in
Oramercy Park moved heaven and
earth, the one with prayers, the other
with its golden ulvalent, Not a
clue that could be not a de.
mand from the Black Hand—nothing,
The city had oclosed over the golden
head of Wadlelgh jr, and left not a
ripple bahind. The papers raved qver
the calamity, berated the pofice,
Aldermen and Councll roundly. “Could
such things be, in the enlightened
Twentieth Century!™ 'No child was
safe In this, our fair city.” Headlines
screamod the outrage, Chanlle Ross
waa cited, as usual. The stolen heir
appeared in a dozen different plctures
in as many dailles. Nothing hap.
pened; rewards multiplied,

Mike and Bridget porused these pa-
pers and dreamed dreams; but alas!
their hand was forced. They could
not walt for the final raise. A neigh-
bor had boldly entered the flat to bor-
row a fatiron, and had caught a
gllmpses of the new baby philu. on
the floor with Maggie. Mike was
away, but Bridget did not wait for
his return. Bhe carefully locked the
children In the room and proceeded
at once to Gramercy Park.

Bridget outdid herself, No
ever gave such an emotional exhibil-
tion. With sobs and teara she told
of the walf they had welcomed to
thelr already crowded home, to take
the place of poor little Loulsa Ann
(sobs). And now. lo and behold! ahe
“‘finds out just by accldent like, sseln’
a ploture on the bit o' mw‘?ng:r on
tha bit o' groceries she h ught
(sobs), and now (sobw) ahe must re-.

turn the dear lamb Lt::ln). though ft
bw lu w 01 "l u'loé.l
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